Hamilton, was removed from the mamma by Mr Miller. For some time before the operation patient had been very excitable, and for two months after it her disposition changed ; she became intensely selfish and passionate, and had bouts of laughing and crying for no apparent reason. This passed off, and she took a situation as nurse, where she remained nine months in good health, but had constant night attendance on a restless child. After this she became again excited and hysterical (almost maniacal), complained about pains in the back, abdomen, and about the ovaries, for which no local cause could be assigned. She quarrelled with all her fellow-servants, alarmed the household by screaming at night, etc. After being sent home she took a " fit," apparently without loss of consciousness, at a menstrual period, and one at each of the two following. On Dr Bruce thanked the Society for the lenient treatment he had received. As to the facial paralysis, he only heard of it post-mortem. Though rare, he thought it occurred sometimes in hysteria. Rosenthal, at any rate, described it as doing so, and he failed to see how on any other theory its disappearance could be satisfactorily accounted for. The lesion was not syphilitic, and there was no vascular change to account for it. The paralyses were not always to the right side, as Dr Bramwell had supposed. Sometimes the right side was affected, sometimes the left. She dragged sometimes one foot, sometimes another. As to the nature of the fits, it was impossible for him to say that there was no loss of consciousness.
As far as Mr Miller and he could say, there was no loss in the fits they observed. His conclusion that she suffered from word-deafness was come to because of the conversation he had had with her when she looked him in the face and asked him if he were sleeping, in answer to his inquiry how she was. He thought she had not made out his question. At the time of death he had not the knowledge of the true aphasia to go upon. He was much indebted to Dr Clouston for making him aware of what he had not known before and had not seen in any of the books, the commonness of hysteria in organic brain disease. He had considered the possibility of a tumour very carefully, and would only have been too glad to have been able to diagnose it rather than hysteria.
